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Location:

Name and Situation

Pabay Mór area
PABAY MÓR

“large hermit’s island”

Pabil

1789 Ainslie, spelling uncertain

Pabbay

1822 Thomson

Pabaidh Mhor
1862 Black

KYLES PABAY BEAG
UIG
Co/W
NB102386
1


“sound of P.” with Pabay Beag ‘small hermit’s island’. 

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Caolas Phabaidh Bheag
1850
OS 6-inch, First Edition

CAOLAS AN IAR

UIG
Co
NB097387
1

“sest sound”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

SGEIR NAN EACH

UIG
I
NB098387
1

“skerry of the horses”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

MOL NAN GILLEAN
UIG
Co
NB099386
1

“shingly beach of the boys”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

MOL CHÀRRABOIST
UIG
Co
NB099385
1

“shingly beach of C.” with C. very likely to be a compound of ON kjarr, n, ‘brushwood, fen, marsh’ and ON bólstaðr, ‘settlement’. 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

LÀIMHRIG AN AISIG
UIG
Co
NB102386
1

“landing place of the ferry”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CREAG GEODH’ AN TUILL
UIG
Co
NB103386
1

“rock of G.” with Geodh’ an Tuill meaning “Chasm of the hole/ cave”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

FAOCLINN


UIG
Co
NB102387
1

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAOLAS AN EAR

UIG
Co
NB104387
1

“east sound”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

This is the sound between Sgeir a’ Chais and Pabay Mór. 

CREAG ILLE MHICHEIL
UIG
R
NB104386
1

“rock of Michael’s son”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

RIAS



UIG
Co
NB105387
1

This name is likely to be a derivation of G riasg, m, ‘moor, fen, marsh’. 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

BOGHA DUBH

UIG
Co
NB106387
1

“dark/ black sunken rock”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Bogha Dubh
1850
OS 6-inch, First Edition

GEODH’ AN TUILL

UIG
Co
NB105387
1

“chasm of the hole/ cave”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA DHORCH

UIG
Co
NB105386
1

“dark chasm”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA RÀMARIGEADH

UIG
Co
NB105385
1

“chasm of R.” Ràmarigeadh appears to be a compound of ON hamarr, m, ‘steep rock, projecting hillside’ and ON gjá, f, ‘gully, chasm’.

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

NATURAL ARCH

UIG
Co
NB105386
1


OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

CAVES


UIG
R/Co
NB104385
1

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

RORAVAL


UIG
R
NB105384
1
43m

This ON name is possibly composed of ON roða, f, ‘rood’ and includes the ON generic fjall, ‘hill, mountain’. 

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Róthirabhal
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

GEODHA NAN CALMAN
UIG
Co
NB105384
1

“the pigeons’ chasm”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CNOC AN OIR

UIG
R
NB106383
1

“gold hill”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA TOA

UIG
Co
NB106382
1

“rope chasm” OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Geodha Tobha

1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

MEÀLABOST

UIG
R
NB106381
1

The generic of this name is based on ON bólstaðr, ‘settlement’. The specific is less straightforward. As this name occurs only once on historic maps and without any evidence of pronunciation the specific cannot be interpreted with certainty. There is Meabost in the parish of Bracadale on Skye whose specific Forbes (1923:263) derived from ON mjór, adj. ‘narrow, tight’. There is a place called Melbost in the parish of Barvas on the Isle of Lewis which Gammeltoft (2001:136) traced back to ON melr, m, ‘sand bank, gravel bank’. Without in-depth knowledge of this place any attempt at interpretation remains doubtful.

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

MEATHANNAN

UIG
R
NB104379
1
20m

This hillock is located between Roiraval and Beinn Mhór, hence its name, ‘the middle one’.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Méathannan
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

TRAIGH NA CILLE

UIG
Co
NB106379
1

“beach of the chapel”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

SÙIL EÀRAN


UIG
R/Co
NB106378
1

G sùil, f, ‘eye, hole’ + ??? 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

BEINN MHÓR

UIG
R
NB102376
1
69m

“large hill”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Beinn Mhór
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

ST. PETER’S CHURCH
UIG
A
NB106377
1
10-20m 

(rems of) 

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Old Church
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

CNOC NA CILLE

UIG
R
NB105376
1
10m

“chapel hill”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CNOC ILLE CHUIM

UIG
R
NB107377
1
5-10m

“hill of C.’s son” 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA CAITAIG

UIG
Co
NB106376
1

“chasm of the Jackdaw (bird)”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA NA CAILE
UIG
Co
NB107374
1

“chasm of the spear/ shield/ assembly”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA NA TOBARACH
UIG
Co
NB107373
11

“chasm of the well(?)”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAIRN 


UIG
R
NB102375
1
40m

This cairn is located at the slope of Beinn Bheag at an approximate height of 40m.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

BRIOMANISH

UIG
R
NB106375
1
29m

A combination of ON nes, ‘headland’ and an unknown possibly ON element. 

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Briomanish
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17.

CROIS



UIG
Co
NB104373
1


“cross”

This place is located at the southernmost tip of Pabay Mór. It is located at the shore but the map does not give any clues as to whether this feature is man-made or simply a relief feature. 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Crois

1977, OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23.

MOL NA CROIS

UIG
Co/R
NB103373
1

“shingly beach of the cross”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

KYLES PABAY

UIG
Co
NB110370
1

“sound of Pabay” with P. standing for ‘hermit’s island’

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Caolas Phabaidh
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition.

Caolas Pabaidh
1862 Black

SGEIR LIATH

UIG
R/I
NB107374
1
5m

“grey/ green skerry”

This appears to be a tidal island.

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Sgeir Liath
1977 OS Pathfinder.

SGEIR NA H-AON CHAORACH
UIG
I
NB107378
1
5m

“skerry of the one sheep”, often given to skerries whose grazing supported not more than one sheep.

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Sgeir na h-Aon Chaorach
1977, OS Pathfinder 

BOGHA BHEALT

UIG
R/Co
NB107377
1

“sunken rock/ reef + ???”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Bogha Bhealt
1977, OS Pathfinder

SGEIR NA CILLE

UIG
I
NB106378
1
0-5m

“skerry of the chapel”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

RUDHA CAOL

UIG
R
NB107374
1
10m

“narrow headland”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

SGEIR CHNAPACH

UIG
I
NB107373
1
0-5m

“hilly skerry”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

TRAIGH BHLÀIRAN
UIG
Co
NB105374
1

“beach of the little plain field (?)” Cf. Dwelly, 1993:99.

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAOLAS


UIG
Co
NB110374
1

NA SGEIRE LÈITHE



“sound of the grey-green skerry”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

Caolas na Sgeire Leith
 1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

RUINS


UIG
S/A
NB105374
1
10m

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

LOCH AN TEAMPUILL
UIG
W
NB104376
1

“loch of the chapel”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

BEINN BHEAG

UIG
R
NB103374
1
50m

“small hill”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Beinn Bheag
1977 OS Pathfinder

IULA SGEIR 


UIG
I
NB079375
1

“skerry of the fishing-bank”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

Iola Sgeir
1977, OS Pathfinder

CREAG A STITHIR

UIG
R
NB103374
1
30m

“rock of the ?”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

BUAILE CHOIRE

UIG
F/R
NB101374
1
30m

“sheep fold at the hollow”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA NA BONNAIG
UIG
Co
NB100376
1


“chasm of the jump (?)”. G bonnag has the additional meaning of ‘yule-cake’ and ‘spring’. 

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODH ILL’EASBUIG
UIG
Co
NB100377
1

“Gillespie’s chasm”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA CHALMOIR
UIG
Co
NB098378
1

“gully of ?”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Geodha Chàlmoir
1850-55, OS 6-inch, First Edition.

RUDHA CHALMOIR
UIG
R
NB098379
1
10m

“promontory of ?”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

BUAILE FALAICH

UIG
F/R
NB099378
1
30m

“hidden fold”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

SRÒN SITHAIG

UIG
R
NB102378
1
50m

“promontory of the female fairy”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CNOC AN TAIB

UIG
R
NB102381
1
40m

“hill of ?”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAVES


UIG
R/Co
NB096380
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

LOCH MHAMOIL

UIG
W
NB097381
1

?

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Loch Mhàmoil

1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

MAMOL


UIG
R
NB097382
1

?

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Màmol

1850-55. OS 6-inch, First Edition.

GEODH’ AN T-SNEACHD
UIG
Co
NB097379
1


“chasm of the snow”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAVES


UIG
R/Co
NB097380
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVE



UIG
R/Co
NB096384
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVES


UIG
R/Co
NB096385
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVE



UIG
R/Co
NB096387
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CREAG FHRAOICH

UIG
R
NB097383
1
10-20m

“heather rock”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA NA BÀ

UIG
Co
NB096384
1

“chasm of the cow”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

GEODHA NAM FAOILEAG

UIG
Co
NB097385
1


“chasm of the black-headed gulls”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

LEACA GEALA

UIG
R
NB097387
1
5-10m

“white flagstones”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Leaca’ Geala
1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

GEODH’ AN T-SELDIDH
UIG
Co
NB097386
1

“chasm of ?”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

SGEIR MHINIG A MUIGH
UIG
I
NB095384
1
5-10m

“outer skerry M.?” The meaning of ‘minig’ remains uncertain.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Sgeir Minaig a Muigh

1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

SGEIR MHINIG A STIGH
UIG
I
NB095381
1
5-10m

“inner skerry M.?”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Sgeir Minaig a Stigh

1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

Pabay Beag area

PABAY BEAG

UIG
I
NB099387
1
69m

“small hermit’s island”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Pabbay Veg

1822 Thomson

Pabaidh Bheag

1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

Pabaidh Bheag

1862 Black

GEODHA DHUBH

UIG
Co
NB098387
1

“black/ dark chasm”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

CAIRN


UIG
R
NB098389
1
5-10m

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVES


UIG
R/Co
NB098388
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

MÀS SGEIR


UIG
I
NB097392
1
10m

“skerry at the back” 

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Màs Sgeir
1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition.

GEODHA MHOR

UIG
Co
NB099389
1


“large chasm”

OS 6-inch, First Edition, Sheet 17, 1850-55.

NATURAL ARCH

UIG
R
NB102390
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

GEODHA NAN SGARBH
UIG
Co
NB102389
1


“gully of the cormorants”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Geodha nan Sgarbh
1850-55 OS 6-inch, First Edition

SGEIR A’ CHAIS

UIG
I
NB103387
1

“skerry of difficulty/ distress”

It appears as if this skerry was tidal.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Coast at mainland

STAC A’ RUTA

UIG
R
NB085370
1
10-20m

“rock of the ram”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAMAS SHANNAGEADH
UIG
Co
NB086374
1

“bay of S.” Derivation of S. unknown.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVE 



UIG
R
NB087375
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

TOA MOR


UIG
R
NB087376
1
54m

“large ?”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVE



UIG
R
NB085377
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAIRN


UIG
R
NB087377
1


This cairn is located at the north western slope of Toa Mór.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

WATERFALL


UIG
W
NB087978
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

MAS AN TOA

UIG
R/Co
NB086378
1

“Back of the ?”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

GEODHA MALADALE
UIG
Co
NB088378
1

“gully of M.” With Maladale possibly deriving from the gen. Of möl, f, malar, ‘pebbles, worn stones in the bed of a river or on the beach and ON dalr, ‘valley’ resulting in “gully of the valley of pebbles”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

NAURAL ARCH

UIG
R
NB089381
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

EALA SHEADHA

UIG
Co/R
NB089382
1

?

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVES


UIG
Co/R
NB091379
1


OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAVE



UIG
Co/R
NB093378
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

TOA BEAG


UIG
R
NB093377
1
30-40m

“small ?”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

SEUCHAVAL


UIG
R
NB089374
1
86m

An ON name of which only the generic, fjall, ‘mountain’, is transparent.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

DÌ AIRDE


UIG
R
NB094374
1
50m

“two promontories”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

SGEIR AN EILEIN FHEOIR
UIG
I
NB097370
1
5m

“skerry of hay island”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

PIER



UIG
O
NB096369
1

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

VALTOS


UIG
S
NB094367
1
30m

?

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

KNEEP


UIG
S
NB096365
1
20m

This name is obsolete. There is ON knæpa, f, ‘tavern, public house’, and kné, n, ‘knee’, but both suggestions are merely speculative.

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

Keep

1789 Ainslie

Kneep

1822 Thomson

DUNES


UIG
R
NB098365
1
20m

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

SETTLEMENT

UIG
A
NB098362
1
20-30m

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

SKALASHAL


UIG 
R
NB094362
1
50m

Maybe a combination of ON skalar, ‘hollows’ and fjall, ‘mountain’. 

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

NISA BHEAG


UIG
R
NB094358
1
90m

Double-check location. The generic may be ON nesja, the gen. Pl. Form of nes, n, ‘point, headland’, resulting in “small headland”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

NISA MHÓR


UIG 
R
NB090355
1
136m

Double-check location. The generic may be ON nesja, the gen. Pl. Form of nes, n, ‘point, headland’, resulting in “Large headland”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

LOCH AN FHUDAIR

UIG
W
NB095355
1

“loch of the (?) gunpowder”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

BIDE MÓR


UIG
R
NB097356
1
50m

“large hedge/fence”

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

CAIRNS


UIG
R
NB095353
1
60-70m

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

DUN



UIG
A
NB099354
1
50m

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

LOCH BARAVAT

UIG
W
NB098352
1


? Related to ON barð, n, ‘the edge, the verge of a hill’ and ON vatn, ‘water, lake’. 

OS Pathfinder, Second Series, NB 03, 1977.

GRIDIG


UIG
R/Co
NB100364
1


?

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

SHEEP WASH

UIG
O
NB101359
1

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

SETTLEMENT (remains of)
UIG
A
NB103357
1
5-10m

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

TUAIR


UIG
R
NB103355
1
40m

?

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

BROCH (remains of)

UIG
A
NB106353
1
ca. 5m

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

CRAGAVIG


UIG

NB102348
1
20m

It is not clear whether the name designates an old village, a relief feature or something entirely different. As the place is located inland a derivation from ON vík can be outruled. It is more likely that the generic derives from ON vígi, n, ‘stronghold, fort’ and that the generic relates to kráka, f, ‘crow’ or to krókr, adj, ‘crooked, bent’. 

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

REEF



UIG
S
NB108346
1
20m

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

RUBH’ A’ SCARP

UIG 
R
NB106344
1
5-10m

“point/ promontory of ?”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

BERIE



UIG
S
NB107355
1
5m

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

LOCH NA BERIE

UIG
W
NB104352
1


?

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

BEINN NA BERIE

UIG
R
NB104352
1
86m

?

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

TAIRAVAL


UIG
R
NB114355
1
60m

The generic is based on ON fjall, ‘hill’, the specific may be derived from ON tára, ‘sorrow’, but is by no means certain.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

LOCH A’ PHEALLAIR
UIG
W
NB111356
1


“loch of ?”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

RUBHA SHEOTHARAID
UIG
R
NB117356
1
10m

“point/ promontory of S.” The second element is unknown.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

TEINISH


UIG
R
NB116355
1
30m

A combination of ON nes, ‘headland, promontory’ and an unknown first element.

This is a linear feature.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

EILEAN TEINISH

UIG
I
NB118352
1
5m

“island of T.” Cf. Teinish

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

CNOC DUBH


UIG
R
NB111348
1
50m

“dark/ black hill”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

LINISH


UIG
R
NB116347
1
60m

“shelter or hill slope headland” from ON hlið, ‘shelter’ or ‘hill slope’ and ON nes, ‘headland’.

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

RUBHA NA FAINGE
UIG
R
NB114344
1


“point/ promontory of the sheep-pen”

OS Pathfinder 69, Great Bernera, NB 13/23, 1977.

1



